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Upcoming Important Dates & EventsUpcoming Important Dates & Events
July 24 - Movie in the Park, 8:30pm, North Park
July 29 - Study Session 5:00pm & Regular
Meeting 6:00pm
August 3 - Planning Commission Meeting
August 7 - Touch-A-Truck Event, 4-7pm, Main
City Park
August 12 - Study Session 5:00pm & Regular
Meeting 6:00pm
August 19 - Committee of Whole Meeting,
2:00pm
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As your Mayor, I share a common challenge with you that
defines our budget process: balancing wants and needs. A
city budget cannot exist without first collecting the tax
dollars you contribute to fund the services you expect. We
all may have a vision of a "dream city" we once visited,
thinking to ourselves, "If only we had that here in Orting."
Each year, we begin the budget process with these high
aspirations, only to be confronted with difficult choices.

My vision is to provide the high level of service you
deserve at a cost we can sustainably afford. Our budget is
grounded in thorough, long-range planning across vital
areas, including:

Housing and public safety
Transportation and community activities
Water, wastewater, and stormwater infrastructure
Parks, the cemetery, and emergency management

How does our city make these difficult choices? We start
with our utilities' long-range plans, dividing projects into
three phases: Immediate, Near-term, and Long-term. This
sounds straightforward until we face the ultimate
question: How do we afford these costs with the revenue
of a city our size? 

Orting operates and maintains extensive infrastructure
both above and below ground. Experience shows that
while you can delay maintenance to save money today,
doing so only drives up costs in the long run. My goal is to
prevent that by improving our infrastructure through
consistent, proactive reinvestment.
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Planning for Tomorrow, Together: A Message from Mayor DrennenPlanning for Tomorrow, Together: A Message from Mayor Drennen

Our Mission: Making Orting a better place to live, work, play and do business, while
preserving our strong sense of community.

To achieve this, we recently conducted a comprehensive
rate study against our capital plans. This study ensures we
can maintain our systems and continually upgrade them to
meet strict compliance standards. Throughout this
process, it has been a top priority for me, our staff, and the
City Council to keep rate increases as low as possible while
still securing the needs of Orting’s future.

Today, we are tasked with the significant responsibility of
rebuilding many of our aging systems, preparing them for
the next 30 years of service and beyond. Stretching your
tax dollars to provide the services you want and need on a
tight budget is a collaborative effort, and we value your
input. The City Council and I can use your help to make
these difficult choices. 

Please send your comments and ideas regarding the2027
budget and proposed rate increases to Finance Director,
Tammy Moter at tmoter@cityoforting.org. We will directly
use your input to help us prioritize our 2027 Budget.

Thank you,

https://www.cityoforting.org/home
https://www.facebook.com/events/4515397268680450/4515397272013783/
https://www.facebook.com/events/838327662688399
https://www.facebook.com/events/4515397268680450/4515397272013783/
https://www.facebook.com/events/838327662688399
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Over the past few months, I've received several questions
from community members about the cameras being used
around Orting. Many people have asked whether our new
school zone cameras are the same as the Flock Safety
cameras they have heard about in other communities.

The short answer is no. While both use camera technology,
they serve very different purposes, operate under different
laws, and collect very different types of information.

Automated School Zone Cameras
The automated school zone cameras installed in Orting
exist for one reason: to improve the safety of children
traveling to and from school.

These cameras are only active during designated school
zone enforcement times when the school zone warning
beacons are flashing. They measure a vehicle's speed, and if
a vehicle exceeds the speed limit established by state law,
the violation is reviewed by a commissioned police officer
before a notice of infraction is issued.
The cameras are not used to monitor where people travel,
identify suspects, or investigate crimes unrelated to
speeding in the school zone.

Revenue generated from these infractions is restricted by
Washington law and is intended to support traffic safety
programs rather than serve as a general source of City
revenue.

Flock Safety Cameras
Flock Safety cameras serve a completely different purpose.
Rather than measuring vehicle speed, they are designed to
assist law enforcement in investigating crimes and locating
vehicles associated with criminal activity. These cameras
capture objective information such as:

Vehicle license plates
Vehicle make, model, and color
Distinguishing characteristics, such as roof racks or
bumper stickers
The date, time, and location where a vehicle passed the
camera

Importantly, Flock cameras do not use facial recognition
technology, do not identify drivers or passengers, and are
not intended to monitor people's daily activities.

Flock cameras do not collect or store personally identifying
information about drivers, registered owners, or vehicle
occupants. Instead, they capture an image of a vehicle and
its license plate as it travels on a public roadway.

by Police Chief Devon Gabreluk, Orting Police Department

Flock vs. School Zone Cameras: Key
Differences and Important Information

The information collected is no different from what any
person standing along the roadway could observe with their
own eyes. If someone watched vehicles pass by and wrote
down license plate numbers, vehicle descriptions, and the
time they were seen, they would be recording essentially the
same information that a Flock camera captures.

The information collected is not new. For years, we have
encouraged residents to remain vigilant in their
neighborhoods and to "see something, say something." Think
of Flock cameras as an effective replacement for the familiar
phrase, "Honey, get their license plate number!" They serve
as highly observant neighborhood watch participants that
operate 24 hours a day, seven days a week, documenting
information that would otherwise rely on human observation
and memory.

Safeguards are also in place to ensure the information
collected is used appropriately. Washington law restricts
officers from querying license plate data collected by Flock
cameras unless they have a lawful basis to believe the vehicle
is associated with a gross misdemeanor or felony
investigation.

Our Flock camera data is shared only with other Washington
law enforcement agencies as permitted by law and is never
used for immigration enforcement. Data collected by the
cameras is automatically deleted after 21 days, and
department policies strictly govern who may access the
system, when it may be accessed, and how the information
may be used.

Flock cameras have become a valuable investigative tool for
law enforcement agencies because they help investigators
develop leads, recover stolen vehicles, and identify vehicles
associated with criminal activity. When a serious crime
occurs—such as a kidnapping, robbery, assault, or vehicle
theft—investigators can search the system using known
vehicle information or descriptive characteristics to help
identify leads or locate a suspect vehicle. The system can
also generate alerts when a vehicle associated with an active
felony investigation, an AMBER Alert, or a stolen vehicle
passes a camera. Continued on next page...
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This month’s Trailside Tribute recognizes the Farmers
Market of Orting and its market managers, JoAnn
Holbrook and Doug Graves.

Friday evenings would not be the same without the vision
and vitality our Farmers Market brings to our city. JoAnn
and Doug have tirelessly dedicated countless hours to
bringing in local vendors and farms from our valley.
Thanks to their efforts, the market provides fresh fruits,
vegetables, and many handmade products for everyone
to enjoy in our downtown area.

The Market brings a vibrant energy to Friday evenings
that perfectly reflects our “Small Town, Big View” spirit.
JoAnn and Doug cap off their season with the Harvest
Festival. Originally brought to our city by Tacoma Events,
they renewed the festival with a spirit and vitality unique
to Orting, featuring farm-fresh goods and fun activities for
all visitors. The Harvest Festival is set to take place
September 26  this year. Make sure to follow the Orting
Valley Farmers Market on social media for the latest
updates about Friday markets and the popular Harvest
Festival event. 

th

JoAnn and Doug represent volunteerism at its best,
making Orting a truly great place to live. Thank you for
your years of support and dedication to the Orting
Community.

Mayor Drennen’s Monthly Trailside
Tribute - Orting Valley Farmers

Market

Mayor Drennen’s Monthly Trailside
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Market

...Continued from previous page

Different Technology for Different Purposes
Although both systems involve cameras, they perform
entirely different functions. School zone cameras are a traffic
safety tool focused solely on reducing speeds where children
are present. Flock Safety cameras are an investigative tool
that helps officers solve crimes and recover stolen vehicles
after criminal activity has occurred. One does not replace the
other, and each is governed by different laws, policies, and
operational procedures.

Our Commitment
As your Police Department, our goal is to use technology
responsibly, transparently, and only where it provides a clear
public safety benefit.

I understand the concerns many have voiced about the use of
camera technology when it comes to privacy. But please
know, the Orting Police Department does not haphazardly
use these tools. We follow and stay up to date with new laws
and issues regarding their use and regularly update our
policies and training to reflect them. 

Whether we're slowing traffic around our schools or
investigating serious crimes, every tool we use is intended to
help keep our community safe while respecting the privacy
and rights of our residents.

If you have questions about either system, we encourage you
to reach out to us. We believe informed communities are
safer communities, and we're always happy to explain how
these technologies work.

Community members shop from a variety of fresh produce
at the Friday Farmers Market in Orting’s North Park.

https://www.facebook.com/Ortingvalleyfarmersmarket
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Exciting progress continues for the Kansas Street
Improvements project!
 
Kansas Street remains closed to through traffic but is
open to local traffic. This closure is helping crews work
safely and efficiently alongside Infrasource while PSE
Gas upgrades its service lines. Thank you to the
community for your patience and support as these
important improvements move forward.
 
✅  Water main installation is now complete between
Harman and Calistoga!
✅  Storm system work at the PSE power substation
has also been successfully completed.
 
Over the next three weeks, crews will be focused on
Calistoga St W, where they'll:

Complete the remaining water main work.
Install new 24-inch and 30-inch storm
infrastructure.
Continue making great progress on the storm
drainage system.

 
Every week brings us one step closer to improved
utility services and infrastructure for the community.
The project is on track and is expected to be
completed by mid-April 2027. Thank you for your
continued patience as we work to improve the
neighborhood. If have questions or comments, please
email project@cityoforting.org or call our Capital
Projects phone line at 360-229-5107.

Kansas
Street
Project
Update

Kansas
Street
Project
Update

In my first month with the City, I have already seen what
makes Orting special. This is a community with a strong
identity and a real sense of place. You care about your
neighborhoods. You care about the schools. You care about
the future of the city. That pride is one of Orting’s greatest
strengths.

My professional background has been centered on local
government, transportation, education, and organizational
leadership. I have worked in city management, public transit,
and K-12 education. Those experiences have shaped how I
think about city government. At its best, local government is
practical, responsive, and focused on the daily needs of the
people it serves.

As City Administrator, my job is to support Mayor Drennen,
the City Council, City staff, and the community by helping
the organization move in the right direction. That means
strengthening how departments work together. It means
supporting staff so they can focus on the priorities set by
the City Council.

Orting has important work ahead. Infrastructure is one of
the most visible priorities. Projects such as Bridge for Kids,
Kansas Street, and Charter Park can cause short-term
disruption, but they also represent long-term investments in
safety, mobility, and quality of life. They are part of building
a stronger and more resilient city. We also have important
work to do internally.

Residents should expect a city government that
communicates clearly, manages resources responsibly,
provides dependable services, and follows through
effectively. Communication matters in that work. Not every
issue will be easy. Not every decision will be simple. Still,
residents deserve honest information and timely updates.
They deserve a City that listens and works to earn trust over
time. I understand the responsibility that comes with this
role, and I do not take it lightly. My goal is to be present,
accessible, hard-working, and focused on helping the City
succeed.

On a personal level, Orting has been part of my life for
years. For more than a decade, my three sons and I have
used the trail to train for running and cycling events. That
connection makes this opportunity especially meaningful to
me as I get to enjoy daily reasons to experience the city.

Thank you for the warm welcome as I make my way around.
I look forward to meeting more residents, learning from the
community, and working with Mayor Drennen, the City
Council, and City staff to support Orting’s future.

Building a Stronger Orting Together:
A Message from City Administrator,

Ryan Wheaton
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General Fund: Budgeted at $6.4 million; expenses through June total $2.75 million. 
City Streets Fund: Budgeted at $7.4 million; expenses through June total $2.27 million.
Parks Fund: Budgeted at $2 million; expenses through June total $235 thousand.
Water Fund: Budgeted at $5.3 million; expenses through June total $1.67 million. 
Wastewater Fund: Budgeted at $5.7 million; expenses through June total $1.47 million. 
Stormwater Fund: Budgeted at $2.4 million; expenses through June total $714 thousand.

Significant Changes for June:
The City received $2,046,147 in reimbursement from WSDOT for the Pedestrian Bridge. Budget $1,570,000
with total expenditures to date for the Pedestrian Bridge $1,234,322. Construction costs related to the
Pedestrian Bridge decreased in June as the bridge is nearing completion.
The City received $269,134 in reimbursement from the Transportation Improvement Board (TIB) for the
Kansas Street construction. Budget $6,295,204 with total expenditures to date for the Kansas Street
Reconstruction of $985,689.
The Cemetery water pump and hardware were delivered and installed.

Major Revenues and Expenses include: 
General Fund: Budgeted at $4.8 million; revenues collected through June total $2.54 million. 
City Streets Fund: Budgeted at $7.8 million; revenues collected through June total $2.58 million.
Parks Fund: Budgeted at $1.77 million; revenues collected through June total $117 thousand.
Water Fund: Budgeted at $2.7 million; revenues collected through June total $1.24 million. 
Wastewater Fund: Budgeted at $3.3 million; revenues collected through June total $1.87 million. 
Stormwater Fund: Budgeted at $1.6 million; revenues collected through June total $654 thousand.

Monthly Financial ReportMonthly Financial Report
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or call 360-229-5107 .

Updated project webpages are
coming soon! In the meantime, if
you have any questions, please

email us at project@cityoforting.org
or call 360-229-5107 .

Orting Rec Fall
Registration

opens July 20 !
View programs

and sign up here!

th

Orting Rec Fall
Registration

opens July 20 !
View programs

and sign up here!

th

https://teamsideline.com/sites/cityoforting/current-programs
https://teamsideline.com/sites/cityoforting/current-programs

	July 2026
	City of Orting
	NEWSLETTER
	Planning for Tomorrow, Together: A Message from Mayor Drennen
	Upcoming Important Dates & Events
	July 24 - Movie in the Park, 8:30pm, North Park
	July 29 - Study Session 5:00pm & Regular Meeting 6:00pm
	August 3 - Planning Commission Meeting
	August 7 - Touch-A-Truck Event, 4-7pm, Main City Park
	August 12 - Study Session 5:00pm & Regular Meeting 6:00pm
	August 19 - Committee of Whole Meeting, 2:00pm


	July 2026 Newsletter

	Flock vs. School Zone Cameras: Key Differences and Important Information
	by Police Chief Devon Gabreluk, Orting Police Department
	July 2026 Newsletter
	...Continued from previous page
	Different Technology for Different Purposes Although both systems involve cameras, they perform entirely different functions. School zone cameras are a traffic safety tool focused solely on reducing speeds where children are present. Flock Safety cameras are an investigative tool that helps officers solve crimes and recover stolen vehicles after criminal activity has occurred. One does not replace the other, and each is governed by different laws, policies, and operational procedures.
	Our Commitment As your Police Department, our goal is to use technology responsibly, transparently, and only where it provides a clear public safety benefit.
	I understand the concerns many have voiced about the use of camera technology when it comes to privacy. But please know, the Orting Police Department does not haphazardly use these tools. We follow and stay up to date with new laws and issues regarding their use and regularly update our policies and training to reflect them.
	Whether we're slowing traffic around our schools or investigating serious crimes, every tool we use is intended to help keep our community safe while respecting the privacy and rights of our residents.
	If you have questions about either system, we encourage you to reach out to us. We believe informed communities are safer communities, and we're always happy to explain how these technologies work.


	Mayor Drennen’s Monthly Trailside Tribute - Orting Valley Farmers Market
	This month’s Trailside Tribute recognizes the Farmers Market of Orting and its market managers, JoAnn Holbrook and Doug Graves.
	Friday evenings would not be the same without the vision and vitality our Farmers Market brings to our city. JoAnn and Doug have tirelessly dedicated countless hours to bringing in local vendors and farms from our valley. Thanks to their efforts, the market provides fresh fruits, vegetables, and many handmade products for everyone to enjoy in our downtown area.
	The Market brings a vibrant energy to Friday evenings that perfectly reflects our “Small Town, Big View” spirit. JoAnn and Doug cap off their season with the Harvest Festival. Originally brought to our city by Tacoma Events, they renewed the festival with a spirit and vitality unique to Orting, featuring farm-fresh goods and fun activities for all visitors. The Harvest Festival is set to take place September 26th this year. Make sure to follow the Orting Valley Farmers Market on social media for the latest updates about Friday markets and the popular Harvest Festival event.
	JoAnn and Doug represent volunteerism at its best, making Orting a truly great place to live. Thank you for your years of support and dedication to the Orting Community.

	Orting Rec Fall Registration opens July 20th! View programs and sign up here!
	Updated project webpages are coming soon! In the meantime, if you have any questions, please email us at project@cityoforting.org or call 360-229-5107 .
	Monthly Financial Report
	Major Revenues and Expenses include:
	Significant Changes for June:



