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Our Mission: Making Orting a better place to live, work, play and do business, while
preserving our strong sense of community.

Celebrating America and Orting this July: A Message from Mayor Drennen

My fellow Americans,

As our nation approaches the 250th anniversary of the
United States, we are reminded of the extraordinary vision
and courage of our founders. Two hundred and fifty years
ago, fifty-six men risked their lives, fortunes, and sacred
honor to sign the Declaration of Independence—a
document that helped shape our future and define us as a
nation.

The Declaration proclaimed the fundamental principles of
liberty, equality, and self-government. It set forth a bold
vision not only for future generations of Americans but also
for the world: that freedom and opportunity belong to all
people. Since that day, the United States has stood as a
beacon of hope—a place where dreams can be pursued
and communities can thrive.

Our city is a reflection of that vision.

Orting, known by Native Americans as “Between Two
Hills,” was incorporated 137 years ago. Nestled in a
peaceful valley between two pristine rivers, our community
was blessed with abundant natural resources, fertile
farmland, forests, and opportunities for hunting and fishing.
To many early settlers, Orting must have felt like a piece of
heaven on earth.

As | reflect on these ideals today, | am also mindful that |
have now completed my first six months serving as Mayor
of this great city. | am deeply grateful for the opportunity
to help shape Orting’s future and serve the people who call
this community home.

State of the City: The First Six Months
Working together with the City Council, staff, and
community members, we have made meaningful progress:

e We welcomed former City Administrator Mark Bethune
back to serve as Interim City Administrator. Together,
we focused on rebuilding trust, strengthening
collaboration with the City Council, and restoring
confidence among our citizens.

¢ We established new communication processes to
ensure all Council members receive the same
information through monthly Committee of the Whole
meetings and pre-meeting study sessions, creating
greater transparency and consistency in decision-
making.

We contracted with Lighthouse Law Group to provide
new legal services for the City.

We improved operational efficiency by reorganizing
staff roles and responsibilities following vacancies. This
lean approach allowed us to redistribute work
effectively while saving valuable taxpayer dollars.

We renewed our focus on maintaining city utilities,
parks, and public infrastructure through the hiring of
our new Public Works Director, Cory Davison.

We successfully recovered a $103,000 grant to support
construction of the new pedestrian bridge. This project,
funded through grants and made possible by the
dedication of Bridge 4 Kids, represents a true
community success. The bridge is scheduled for
completion in July.

We developed a new strategy for addressing Orting’s
aging infrastructure through updated Capital
Improvement Plans. These plans prioritize investments
based on need, balancing immediate repairs with long-
term improvements while helping reduce future rate
increases.

We collaborated early with the Orting School District to
help streamline the planning process for new school
facilities and address challenges before they became
obstacles.

We successfully presented a funding request to the
Transportation Improvement Board for the Whitehawk
Extension project and secured eligibility for up to
$500,000 in grant funding.

We began the reconstruction of Kansas Street,
including utility upgrades, new sidewalks, landscaping
improvements, and a fresh road surface. When
completed, residents will experience a safer, quieter,
and more attractive street, free from the impacts of
heavy truck traffic traveling over years of patchwork
repairs.

Continued on next page...
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As | conclude my first six months in office, | look back on
these accomplishments with gratitude. None of this
progress would have been possible without the support of
former mayors, City Council members, city staff,
community volunteers, and citizens who care deeply about
Orting. | am especially grateful to Mark Bethune for his
service and leadership during this important transition.

As we move forward, | am pleased to welcome Ryan
Wheaton as our new City Administrator. Following a
thorough recruitment process, Ryan was selected for his
leadership, professionalism, and commitment to public
service. | am confident he will serve our community with a
positive, can-do spirit and a genuine appreciation for the
special place we call Orting.

As we celebrate America’s 250th Independence Day, may
we do so with gratitude—for our families, our friends, our
freedoms, and the remarkable country we are privileged to
call home.

Thank you, and may God bless Orting and the United
States of America.
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Upcoming Important Dates & Events

June 19 - City Offices Closed (Juneteenth)

July 3 - City Offices Closed (Independence Day
Observed)

July 4 - 4% of July Festival, 1lam-4pm, Main City
Park

July 6 - Planning Commission Meeting

July 8 - Study Session 5:00pm & Regular
Meeting 6:00pm

July 24 - Movie in the Park, 8:30pm, North Park

Helpful Links & View Budgets &
. Financial
Information Statements
Follow us on 9= View Council
social media g = Agendas
View our . -
(D) Yourue [oaga| ViewCiy
channel w —
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Celebrate Safely this Fourth of July:
Important Reminders about Fireworks

by Police Chief Devon Gabreluk, Orting
Police Department

As Independence Day approaches, the City of Orting
encourages residents and visitors to enjoy the holiday
responsibly and help make this year's celebration safe for
everyone.

Within the City of Orting, consumer fireworks may only
be discharged on July 4 between 12:01 a.m. and 11:59 p.m.
The use of fireworks outside of these hours is prohibited
under city ordinance. Additionally, dangerous fireworks
such as firecrackers, bottle rockets, M-80s, homemade
explosive devices, and other prohibited fireworks remain
illegal at all times.

Before lighting fireworks, take a few simple precautions:

* Always follow the manufacturer’'s instructions.

e Keep a bucket of water or garden hose nearby.

e Never allow young children to handle fireworks
without close adult supervision.

e Use fireworks only in open areas away from homes,
vehicles, dry vegetation, and other combustible
materials.

e Properly dispose of used fireworks by soaking them
in water before placing them in the trash.

The Fourth of July can also be stressful for pets.
Consider keeping pets indoors in a secure, comfortable
location, as fireworks-related noise often leads to an
increase in lost pet reports during the holiday.

The City of Orting’s Fourth of July Festival will provide
families with an opportunity to celebrate together and
enjoy community activities throughout the day. As you
gather with friends and neighbors, please be courteous
and respectful of those around you, and remember that
safety is everyone's responsibility.
For more information
about discharging
fireworks in Orting on July
4th, including examples of
legal and illegal fireworks,
visit our dedicated
fireworks page at

https://cityoforting.org/fireworks
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Orting Recreation soccer players proudly pose with
their participation certificates and medals. Orting

3 =
Mayor D_rennen S Monthly TraIISIde Recreation dancers perform at the Spring Recital June
Tribute - Mark Bethune 8", 2026.

This month’s Trailside Tribute honors Interim City Administrator
Mark Bethune for his extraordinary commitment to public
service and our community. True leaders are often defined not
by personal ambition, but by their willingness to serve others—
especially during challenging times. Mark exemplifies that kind
of leadership.

In late 2025, our city faced significant challenges amid a
difficult political climate. We needed someone with experience,
wisdom, and a deep love for our community to help guide us
through a period of uncertainty and division. Following the
election, | reached out to Mark and asked him to return to help
bring people together, restore trust, and refocus our efforts on
the future. Without hesitation, he answered the call.

Over the course of nearly two decades, Mark has served five
mayors, each with their own leadership style and priorities,

while remaining steadfast in his dedication to our city. His
unique ability to adapt, build relationships, and bring out the
best in elected leaders has been invaluable. Upon his return, he
quickly assessed the needs of our city, strengthened
collaboration among councilmembers, and provided thoughtful
guidance as we worked to move forward with renewed
confidence and unity.

This July, Mark will once again retire from city service and
devote more time to his wife, Renee, and their family. While his Interim City Administrator Mark Bethune and Mayor
tenure may be ending, the impact of his leadership will continue Scott Drennen in front of City Hall

to be felt throughout our community. Our city is stronger, more
connected, and better positioned for the future because of his
selfless service.

| am deeply grateful for Mark’s willingness to step forward when

[railsid
our city needed him most. His dedication, integrity, and . & -
unwavering commitment to the community helped illuminate a I rlbute

path forward and reminded us of what we can accomplish when
we come together in service of a common purpose.

We would like to officially welcome Ryan Wheaton to the City of Orting
team as our new City Administrator.

Ryan was most recently Chief Planning Officer for Pierce Transit in
Washington, from 2018-2026. Prior to that, he was the City Manager for the
City of Shelton, Washington, from 2016-2018. He also served Pierce Transit as
Specialized Transportation Manager from 2014-2016. Mr. Wheaton has a
Master's Degree in Education from the University of Northern Colorado, a
Master of Business Administration degree from Pacific Lutheran University,
and a Bachelor's Degree in Political Science from Colorado State University.

Learn more about the new City Administrator and his plan for Orting in the
next edition of the monthly newsletter.
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Orting Rec Summer Newsletter Now Available!

Summer is one of the best times of year to get out, get
active, and connect with our community. We’re excited to
offer a variety of programs, events, and activities for all
ages, from summer day camp and youth basketball to free

family events like Playtime @ the Park, Movie Nights in the
Park, and Touch-a-Truck.

Whether you’re looking to learn a new skill, make new
friends, or simply enjoy all that Orting has to offer, we hope
yoU’ll join us for a fun-filed summer. We look forward to
seeing you and your family at our programs and events in
the months ahead!

Monthly Financial Report

Major Revenues and Expenses include:
¢ General Fund: Budgeted at $4.8 million; revenues collected through May total $2.15 million.
o City Streets Fund: Budgeted at $7.8 million; revenues collected through May total $2.04 million.
o Parks Fund: Budgeted at $1.77 million; revenues collected through May total $91 thousand.
* Water Fund: Budgeted at $2.7 million; revenues collected through May total $1 million.
« Wastewater Fund: Budgeted at $3.3 million; revenues collected through May total $1.5 million.
o Stormwater Fund: Budgeted at $1.6 million; revenues collected through May total $548 thousand.
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¢ General Fund: Budgeted at $6.4 million; expenses through May total $2.4 million.

o City Streets Fund: Budgeted at $7.4 million; expenses through May total $1.6 million.

¢ Parks Fund: Budgeted at $2 million; expenses through May total $168 thousand.

o Water Fund: Budgeted at $5.3 million; expenses through May total $1.05 million.
 Wastewater Fund: Budgeted at $5.7 million; expenses through May total $1.23 million.

o Stormwater Fund: Budgeted at $2.4 million; expenses through May total $529 thousand.

Significant Changes for May:
e The City confirmed the contract for the $100,960 in grant funds from the Department of
Commerce to cover some construction costs related to the Pedestrian Bridge.
o Kansas Street construction began in April with the first payment and grant reimbursement
processed in May. Total expenditures of $344,876 and grant reimbursement of $206,470.
e The City ordered a new water pump for the Cemetery and is awaiting delivery and installation.
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