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News Release 
 
For Immediate Release 
 
March 15, 2025 
Contact: Ashley DeGraffenreid, City of Orting, Capital Projects Manager, 
adegraffenreid@cityoforting.org, 253.262.7491 
  

City of Orting Celebrates the start of Construction of the Orting 
Emergency Evacuation “Bridge for Kids” Project - Phase 1 
 
On Saturday, March 15, 2025, the City of Orting hosted the Orting Valley community and the 
many partners who have worked on the project over the years to celebrate the start of 
construction with a Golden Shovel celebration. Natalie Mohn, owner of the official “Golden 
Shovel” that was auctioned off 20 years ago to raise funds for the bridge was in attendance, 
along with Congresswoman Kim Schrier (WA-8), Representative Andrew Barkis (WA-2), Mayor 
of the City of Orting and Representative (Dist. 31) Joshua Penner, and many others, to 
celebrate the milestone for the community.  
 
In the works since 1997, the Bridge for Kids is now under construction. There is a need for a faster 
evacuation route. Sensors on Mount Rainier are intended to warn residents in the valley at the 
start of a lahar. Flowing at 50 miles per hour, the lahar will reach Orting approximately 40 minutes 
after the first warning alarm. The current evacuation plan for Orting relies heavily on vehicles to 
transport people to safety. The risk in a motor-vehicular-based evacuation plan is that the roads 
within and connecting to the valley will be clogged with traffic. Evacuation by foot is a more reliable 
mode. 

 

The Emergency Evacuation Bridge currently under construction by Quigg Brothers, Inc. is the first 
phase of the overall Council approved pedestrian evacuation route. The pedestrian bridge has 
been designed to be Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) compliant and will help kids travel to 
and from school, help members of this rural community walk across town, and it is an important 
evacuation route in the event of a lahar. A lahar is a mixture of mudflow, volcanic material, and 
debris that may happen after an eruption. The City of Orting is in the possible lahar pathway in the 
event of a volcanic eruption from Mt. Rainier. In the event of a lahar or a major flood event, 
students and residents will utilize the bridge to safely cross SR-162.  

 

The bridge will provide an immediate benefit with a safe crossing for pedestrians over SR-162, 
keeping traffic flowing on the highway while pedestrians cross the bridge via a ramp or stairs. By 
removing the existing at grade highway crossing, this bridge will provide safe pedestrian access to 
schools, commercial centers, and the Foothills Trail, along with reducing our carbon footprint. 
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Bridge for Kids Committee Members (from left to right): Scott Drennen, Mary Morrison, D. 
Chris Fowler, Tim Bean, Barbara Bauml, Sam Colorossi, Bob Smith, Tod Gunther, Laura Fischer, 
Marianne Smith 

Orting Mayors and City Council from left to right: 

Mayor Sam Colorossi 

Council Member Scott Drennen 

Council Member Stanley Holland 

Council Member Tod Gunther 

Mayor and Representative Josh Penner 

Deputy Mayor Melodi Koenig 

Council Member Greg Hogan 

Left to Right: 

Mayor and Representative Josh Penner 

Congresswoman Kim Schrier 

Representative Andrew Barkis 
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Natalie Mohn and the Golden Shovel 

 

Video credit: Pierce County TV 

Photo credit: Goddess Photography 

For more information on the project, or the City of Orting, please visit www.cityoforting.org 
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