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what they could do for them – it was too overwhelming so they focused their 
demographic to single men only and no more than 15. They also became 
more clear about the timeline – can’t stay longer than 1 year. Probably 10-
20% of people aren’t interested in permanent housing, they prefer the cost 
savings from rent. Overlake is happy to work with churches or other 
organizations in Orting to help them with the beginning stages of establishing 
a program. 
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Safe Parking Building Access Hours: 
 
 9:00 PM—3:00PM & 7:00 PM—

9:00PM Monday through Friday 
 
 9:00 AM—11:00 AM & 7:00 PM—

9:00 PM Saturdays. 
 
 8:00AM—9:30AM & 7:00 PM—9:00 

PM Sundays. 

 
 
 
 

Outside Amenities: 
 Up to 60 Parking Spaces 
 Three Port-a-potties 
 Outside Dog Run provided by Fences 

for Fido 
 Smoking area 
 Vegetable garden 
 Wi-fi 
 
 
 

Inside Amenities: 
 Kitchen use during morning and 

evening hours 
 WiFi 
 Library 
 Laptop computer check-out 
 Mail service 
 Phone 
 Gas cards for guests 
 Car repair fund for guests 
 On-site case worker provided by 

Sophia Way 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Safe Parking is a program for women 
and families living in their cars. We 
recognize that people who are homeless 
and have a vehicle face challenges in 
where to park their car without fear of 
tickets or harassment.    
 
We recognize that homelessness can be 
isolating and the benefits of community 
and relationships can be life-
transforming.  We at Lake Washington 
United Methodist Church offer our 
parking lot to guests as a safe place to 
park, sleep in their cars, and become part 
of our church community.  After a short 
intake process and background check, 
guests are invited to stay in the parking 
lot.  
 
LWUMC is a community for sharing 
resources, providing emotional support, 
and being a spiritual sanctuary in a 
scary, unpredictable situation. 

Move-in Ministry 2021  
 

Safe Parking participates in a Move in 
Ministry in 
conjunction with 
Sophia Way, Holy 
Family, New 
Bethlehem, and St. 
Vincent DePaul to 
furnish apartments 
for the newly housed.  
In 2021 this ministry 
provided support for 
75 households.  

LWUMC’s Safe Parking Program 
Guest Stats for 2021 

 

 Met with 109 households 
 Served 158 people 
 Assisted 28 households into housing 
 Assisted 55 households into shelter 

Volunteer stats for 2021 
We have a team of 
committed volunteers 
who provide dinner 
every Wednesday for 
Safe Parking Guests. 
The community is 
invited to provide meals 

on other days, and can find the sign-up 
on our website and on Facebook. 



 
  

Safe Parking Program 
Lake Washington United Methodist Church 

Our mission is to practice radical 
hospitality by providing a safe 
place for women and families to 
park while living in their cars. 
 
The program welcomes women and 
parents with children under age 18 
living in a car (RVs, campers or 
trailers are not allowed). 
 
The parking lot is available 24-7 as 
this creates a consistent space for 
guests to get enough sleep and 
organize the day to be most 
effective and allows children to go 
to school and come back to the 
same space.  
 

Lake Washington  
United Methodist Church 

7525 132nd Ave. NE 
Kirkland, WA 98033 

425.885.3311 
www.lakewaumc.org 

For more information, please contact: 
Karina O’Malley 

karina@lakewaumc.org 
or 

Jennifer Hover 
office@lakewaumc.org 

 

 
Follow us at Facebook:  

@LWUMCSafeParking 
 

A volunteer host or staff person comes 
every morning to unlock the church, 
and every evening, so guests have 
access to the indoor bathrooms (there is 
a portable toilet in the parking lot), 
kitchen, and phone. We provide guests 
with blankets, hand warmers, food, 
toiletries, and other donated 
items.  Guests can use the church 
address to receive mail.  We partnered 
with Fences for Fido to install a dog 
run for our guests. Through a grant, we 
provide free Wi-Fi. We have 
information on community resources 
available, including where to shower 
and do laundry. Guests are welcome to 
join church activities, but are under no 
obligation to do so. Many guests have 
participated in small groups, gone on 
retreats, and volunteered their services 
to the church in a variety of 
ways.  Many wonderful relationships 
have been formed between housed and 
homeless members of our church 
community. 



Safe Parking Program Information 
WELCOME!  

We are glad you found us.   You are an honored guest of Lake Washington United Methodist 
Church. We offer a safe place for adult women, trans people, and any group with a child, who 
are living in their vehicles. 

Because other programs and schools also use our church building, you will see different groups 
of people on the property and using the parking lot.  Each program follows carefully written 
guidelines, specific to their purpose, to ensure the comfort and safety of all guests, church 
family, staff, and neighbors.   

WHAT TO DO FIRST 

*  Take a few minutes with the host who can give you a tour of the building and grounds, 
including:  office; restrooms; refrigerators, food, beverages, plates, and utensils; bins with 
toiletries and other necessities; list of other supplies we have; white board and bulletin board 
with information; outside areas mentioned in the guidelines, like dog run, smoking area, 
wooden fence, silver poles, garden beds, dumpsters, and compost bins. 

* Park your car.  Find an open slot that is NOT by the wooden fence (farthest strip from the 
church) and NOT in a designated spot (e.g. visitor, senior, etc.).  If possible, leave an open spot 
between other cars.  Spots to the west of the silver poles are only available overnight. 

* Read the attached information, being sure to ask any questions you might have.    After filling 
out the information requested on the last three papers, sign them and return to a Host or the 
church office. 

Important Information: 
Office:  Jennifer Hover landline 425.885.3311 email: office@lakewaumc.org 
Program Director: Karina O’Malley call/text: 425.922.8051 email: karina@lakewaumc.org 
Wi-fi password for lwumcGuest: Welcome-guests! 

 
 

 

 

Hosted Hours:  
9am – 11am Saturday 
8:00am-9:30am Sunday 
7pm – 9pm Daily 

Building Hours:  
9am-3pm Monday – Friday 
Office Hours 
12:30pm-3pm Monday - 
Friday 
 

All hours are subject to 
change based on events 
and staffing.  
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LWUMC Safe Parking Program Agreement 
Rules and Procedures

We have developed some rules and procedures for the comfort and safety of our community.  
Please review and observe the items outlined below.   
 
Rules: 

● Alcohol, marijuana, illegal drugs, firearms, and other weapons are never allowed on property. 
● Treat everyone with respect and dignity. 
● Listen to and abide by any instructions given by church staff and hosts. 

 
 
Parking Lot Procedures: 

● Where to park?  There are no reserved parking spaces.  You are allowed only one car, and it needs to 
fit in one spot.  When possible, leave an open spot in-between your car and the next car.  Do not park 
by the wooden fence line (to the north).  When preschool is in session from Sept to June you cannot 
park west of (to the back of) the 2 silver poles after 8:30am.  Do not park in marked spots (visitor, 
senior, etc.)   

● On Sunday 9:30am to Noon, do not park in the parking lot unless you are attending church.     
● Do not run your engine while parked in the lot at any time—this creates noise and pollution for other 

safe parkers and our neighbors.   
● Let us know if your car will be unattended for more than 2 days (cars may be towed at your expense).   
● Please keep all your items inside your car.   
● Propane heaters are not allowed.  No cooking or burning anything in your car or on the grounds 

(except cigarettes in the designated smoking area.) 
● Your car must be kept operational. Keep your driver’s license, registration, and insurance up-to-date. 
● No RVs, campers, or 5th wheels are allowed in the program. 
● We have a jump box available for use. We also have a fund to help with car repairs.   
● Keep noise down and be considerate of neighbors.  Quiet hours are 10pm-7am (no visitors) 
● All your personal items must be inside your car at all times.  No items are to be stored outside of your 

car. 
 
Building Procedures: 

● Rooms available for use:  Celebration Space, kitchen (during hosted hours), front bathrooms, and 
library.  If there are renters in the celebration space/kitchen, we will try to provide an alternate space.   

● Bathrooms:  please help keep them clean, no hair or clothes can be washed in the sinks.   
● There are outlets for your use inside, and outside under the white round bench to the right of the front 

door.  You must stay with your items while they are charging.  No other outside electrical outlets, or 
extension cords may be used at any time. 

● A weekly email is sent to guests with the schedule and useful information. Please email 
karina@lakewaumc.org to make sure we have your correct email address.  This is also posted on the 
bulletin board by the front bathrooms. 

 
 

mailto:karina@lakewaumc.org


 SAFE PARKING AGREEMENT | SP Leadership April 18, 2022 
 

Kitchen specifics: 
● In the kitchen:  If you use it, clean it! Do not leave dirty dishes outside the kitchen, which means you 

need to plan for when the kitchen is open. 
● Wash all dishes and then put in the dishwasher (dishwasher sanitizes only).  Wash all pots and pans, 

dry and put away.  Dishes should be in the dishwasher by 8:45pm so the host can run it and close by 9.   
● We have trash, compost and recycle—ask if you need help with sorting. 
● Please wrap soiled diapers and place in the garbage dumpster outside. 
● There are 2 refrigerators.  The one on the left is for donated food which is available for all to use.  The 

fridge on the right is where you can label food with your name and date. You may re-date your food, 
food with a date older than 2 weeks may be thrown away without notice. 

● How you can help:  Empty the dishwasher, take out trash (including outside bins) and recycling, wipe 
down counters, sink, and tables as needed.  Please help keep the building and kitchen clean.  
Sometimes this means helping with a mess that you didn’t create. 

● Ask the host or office staff if you have any questions.   
 

Do you have a pet? 
● Your pet must be inside your vehicle or leashed and in your control at all times.   
● There is a dog run in the front yard where you can let your dog off leash, but you must remain with 

your dog.   
● Pets are not allowed in any carpeted areas of the building, which includes the library.  ` 
● Always pick up after your pet immediately, bag it, and put it in the garbage dumpster.  
● You are expected to monitor your pet’s health and ensure they have proper food, water, exercise, and 

vaccinations.   
 
Do you have children? 

● Children always need to be in your sight while on church property. 
● Striking your child, even as discipline, is not permitted.  

 
Do you smoke or vape? 

● Designated smoking/vaping area is located on the grass between the entrance and exit lanes.  Do not 
smoke or vape in your car or anywhere else on church property.   

● Smoking, even in this area, is prohibited if the Sanctuary windows or doors are open.   
 
Key times: 

● Kitchen, celebration space, bathrooms, and library are generally open from 9am – 11am Mon- Sat and 
7pm – 9pm every evening.  Any changes will be communicated via weekly email and schedule which 
will note if alternate spaces are available.   

● Celebration space, bathrooms, and library open 9am—3pm on most Mon-Fri.. 
● Office hours (Jennifer):  12:30pm-3pm 
● Safe Parking Guest Meeting once a month (usually 1st Wednesday of the month at 7:30pm). 
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GETTING MAIL AT LWUMC 
 
 
While you are a guest at LWUMC, you may receive mail at: 

[Your Name] 

7525 132nd Ave. NE 

Kirkland, WA. 98033 

· You may pick up your mail Monday-Friday between 12:30 PM and 3:00 PM. If you are unable to 
come during this time, call the office 425 885 3311 or email office@lakewaumc.org to make other 
arrangements 

· You are responsible to come check if you have mail at the front office. 

· We will not call or text you when you have mail. 

· We cannot give your mail to anyone but you unless you notify us ahead of time. 

· People not enrolled at LWUMC may not receive mail at LWUMC. 

· We will only hold delivered mail for 30 days. 

When you leave, please let the office know. 

· If you have a forwarding address, we will forward mail to you for 3 months. 

-We do not forward magazines, junk mail, or packages. 

· If you do not have a forwarding mail, you must pick up your mail at least once a month. 

· When you leave the program, you must call each person/business that has sent you mail and give 
them your new address. 

· Please remember that if you use our address for a driver’s license all tickets, tolls, and civil/criminal 
penalties will come here, and we hold mail for 30 days before we return it to sender. If you do not pick 
up your mail on a regular basis, this could cause late fees/license suspensions/warrants. 

· You will not be able to fill out a forwarding request at the post office from our address. The post 
office will not forward from a business address.  You may give your forwarding address to the 
LWUMC office and we can forward by hand for 3 months.  

mailto:office@lakewaumc.org
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DAY CENTER & SHOWER PROGRAM INFO SHEET 
 

Overlake Christian Church offers a day center and shower program to the community that is free to anyone in 

need. Current operating hours are 9am-1pm, Monday-Thursday & Saturday. The church building, including the 

day center, is generally closed on major holidays and occasionally due to facility rental. Closure notices will be 

posted at least one week in advance. Email safeparking@occ.org or call 425-895-5904 if you have questions about 

building closures or the information below. 

 

SHOWERS 

• Because the building closes at 1pm and everyone must exit the building at that time, coming before noon 

will help ensure that you are able to get a shower.  

• In an effort to serve as many people as possible, shower time is limited to 20 minutes per person. Please do 

not take more time than is allotted unless you have spoken with a staff member prior to your shower.  

• Soap/shampoo, towel and floor mat are provided. Other toiletries are available upon request. 

 

FOOD 

• Food is available as it is donated. Please request only what you can consume so it is not wasted.  

• Please clean-up all trash and do not leave leftover food. Please do not feed birds on the church property.  

• Use of patio tables and benches in the back of the building or areas in the back parking lot where shade is 

available during the day is also permitted. The front entrance/patio and sides of the building are not 

available during the day as OCC hosts children’s programs that currently use those areas for their 

activities.  

 

CASE MANAGEMENT & OTHER RESOURCES 

• Tisza Rutherford, Homeless Outreach Administrator for the City of Redmond, is typically at OCC on 

Wednesdays from 9am-11am and throughout the week at other locations in Redmond. She helps connect 

people experiencing homelessness with resources in the community. If you prefer, contact her at 425-553-

7093 / trutherford@redmond.gov to make an appointment.  

• OCC also hosts a Safe Parking program for single men and couples (with no children) who are living in a 

vehicle. More info about that program is available during operating hours (see above) at the back (east) 

entrance of the church or anytime at www.occ.org/safeparking. Those who are not enrolled in our Safe 

Parking program are not permitted on campus outside of current operating hours (see above) except for 

attending a particular church service or program.  

 

ADDRESS & DIRECTIONS TO THE OCC DAY CENTER: 

• Overlake Christian Church, 9900 Willows Road NE, Redmond, WA 98052 

• It’s important to note that the church building sits about ¼ mile off the road. Follow the long driveway until 

you see the 3-story building on the back of the property. Park in the lot BEHIND the building. Come in 

through the back (east) entrance where Day Center staff are available.  

mailto:safeparking@occ.org
mailto:trutherford@redmond.gov
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