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All development in the Mixed-Use Town Center and Mixed-Use Town Center North zones and all commercial and public

developments are subject to Architectural Design Review to ensure consistency with the adopted Orting theme of "Turn of the

Century: Western and Victorian," a style of building, architecture, and exterior lighting used in Orting and the area from

Statehood in 1889 through World War I. Development includes new construction or to new installation, replacement, 

construction, renovation, remodel or alteration of

❖ buildings

❖ accessory structures

❖ signs

❖ street furniture

❖ and other exterior public property as described in Section 13.10.1 Orting Municipal Code (OMC).

Development does not include like-for-like maintenance, repair, or replacement activities on existing structures, signs, street 

furniture, or other exterior features otherwise subject to these guidelines.

Evaluation of a project will be based on an application’s consistency with the guidelines, standards, or criterion set forth in 

these Architectural Design Review Guidelines or in Section 13.10.1 OMC.

The purpose of this guidebook is to provide applicants with information necessary to prepare successful applications for 

Architectural Design Review. The guidebook is a supplement to the OMC which is the adopted basis for permit approvals. 

Illustrations used here include examples of Orting projects as well as examples from other sources.

Introduction



Criteria

Historical Photo of Downtown Orting

Criteria for Approval – The criteria in this Guidebook are intended to allow 

flexibility and to encourage designs that can innovatively represent 

Orting’s “Turn of the Century: Western and Victorian” design theme. 

Accordingly, design standards herein are qualitative statements. Orting’s 

Planning Commission recognizes that there are many acceptable ways to 

carry out the spirit of the design standards in each of the following:

❖ Relationship to Building Site

❖ Relationship of Building and 

Site to Adjoining Area

❖ Landscape and Site Treatment

❖ Building Design

❖ Signs

It is not the City’s intent to 

prescribe any specific design 

solutions through the design 

standards, but to include one or 

more ascertainable criterion to 

inform whether a given building 

design is consistent and 

permissible.



The site shall be planned to 

accomplish a desirable transition 

with the streetscape and to 

facilitate pedestrian movement. 

This can be achieved by:

❖ Planted areas or planter 

boxes separating the building 

from the pedestrian pathway

❖ Outdoor customer seating or 

plaza area

❖ Locate parking behind or 

between buildings.

❖ Front buildings on the street.

❖ Other methods of connecting 

the site to its fronting street 

and pedestrian paths. 

Relationship to Building Site



Make height and scale of buildings compatible with the site and 

adjoining buildings. This can be achieved by:

❖ Maintaining alignment of horizontal elements along adjoining 

buildings, including window heights, windowsills, moldings, 

or height of commercial ground floor space.

❖ Other methods of creating consistency among the scale of 

the building and its surrounding buildings.

Relationship to Building Site



Create harmonious design in terms of materials, 

architectural design, and building scale. This can be 

achieved by:

❖ Paint that is complementary and contrasting to 

adjoining structures

❖ Using building materials, colors, textures, and 

other design features that vary from adjoining 

buildings

❖ Other methods of creating consistency among the 

scale of the building and its surrounding buildings.

Relationship of Building and Site to Adjoining Area



Provide attractive landscaping that transitions to adjoining properties. This 

can be achieved by:

❖ Adhering to the “Landscaping & Site Treatment” provisions in these ADR 

Guidelines and as codified in OMC 13-10-1.E.3

Relationship of Building and Site to Adjoining Area



Preserve existing physical 

features through site design and 

create inviting landscaped areas. 

Inviting landscaped areas 

include those that:

❖ Include street trees listed on 

the City’s Approved Street 

Tree List, or other trees 

approved through the ADR 

permitting process;

❖ Include plantings that are 

maintained to not obstruct 

walkways or limit pedestrian 

movement;

❖ Do not include nuisance 

species, which are chiefly 

those with thorns, spines, 

spinose teeth, or prickles, 

and;

❖ Do not include any species 

included on the State or 

County noxious weed lists

The City maintains all referenced 

lists at City Hall and can provide 

them, on request.

Landscaping & Site Treatment



Design landscape treatments that enhance architectural features, 

strengthen vistas, and provide shade. This can be accomplished by:

❖ Installing landscaping in a manner that frames views of vistas. When 

landscaping to frame views of vistas, applicants are encouraged to 

select deciduous species.

❖ Using landscaping to add depth, texture, or interruption to a building 

façade; or

❖ Through other methods of designing landscape treatments to 

enhance architectural features, strengthen vistas, and provide shade.

Landscaping & Site Treatment



Provide screening of service areas using 

landscaping, fences, walls, or a 

combination thereof. In this context, 

service areas shall be considered 

“screened” provided an opaque fence of 

at least 6-feet in height, or similar 

vegetative or structural screening, 

separates the service area from public 

view.

Landscaping & Site Treatment



Provide exterior lighting that is subtle and attractive and that 

enhances the building and site. This can be achieved by:

❖ Shielding light sources so that light bulbs do not extend 

below the horizontal plane of the bottom of the shield, or

❖ On lighting affixed to structures, directing light at an angle 

toward the structure.

❖ Selecting lighting era-appropriate lighting fixture styles. 

Lighting fixture styles representative of the early 20th 

century typify Orting’s adopted architectural theme and are 

encouraged; these include carriage lamp fixtures and 

gaslights of wrought iron and glass.

Landscaping & Site Treatment



Represent Western and Victorian architecture of the 1800s and 

early 1900s by using wooden fronts, porches, cornices, and 

wooden post-supported canopies.

Building Design



Use other building materials that complement the Western and 

Victorian architectural style such as masonry, brick, and stone.

Building Design



Building Design

Avoid the use of 

materials that 

have the look 

and texture of 

being pre-

fabricated or 

industrial. These 

materials include, 

but are not 

limited to: 

particle board, 

T1-11, chipboard, 

and metal siding.



Construct commercial and public buildings on-

site. Avoid the use of factory-built structures 

for commercial and office uses.

Building Design

Avoid



Design buildings with front facades that provide a well-

proportioned and interesting three-dimensional spatial 

quality. In this context, “well-proportioned and interesting” 

can be achieved by incorporating one or more of the 

following:

❖ Horizontal or vertical shifts.

❖ A façade may not exceed 80-feet in length without a 

horizontal shift in the building footprint measuring 

one-tenth of the façade length. A shift alteration in 

the roof design shall accompany horizontal shifts.

❖ No single run of ridge, cornice, or fascia (excluding 

eaves) may exceed 80-feet in length without a five-

foot transition in height. Cupolas and other minor 

projections above roof lines do not meet the vertical 

shift requirement.

❖ Visual terminus to tops of buildings.

❖ A roof must have a minimum 4/12 pitch with eaves 

extending at least 2-feet beyond exterior building 

walls, or must be a flat roof with projecting cornices.

❖ Use false fronts to enhance the front façade of low-rise 

buildings with flat or gables rooflines.

❖ Other methods of designing the building to be well-

proportioned and interesting.

Building Design



Design buildings so that all visible facades are compatible and complement the front 

façade. This can be achieved by:

❖ Maintaining alignment of horizontal elements along facades, including window 

heights, windowsills, moldings, or height of commercial ground floor space.

❖ Using building materials, colors, textures, and other design features similar to the 

front façade.

❖ Incorporating other design solutions that create compatibility among all building 

facades. 

Building Design



Use period materials such as wooden 

columns and shake shingle on porches, 

awnings, and marquees.

Building Design

Enhance design with use of 

ornate banisters and trim.



Use square, arched, or rectangular windows that 

incorporate grids, creating the appearance of more than 

one window pane. This can be achieved by using:

❖ Mullions

❖ Muntins

❖ Grilles

❖ Or similar material creating the appearance of multiple 

window panes.

Enhance with decorative pediments and sills.

Building Design



Use colors that are harmonious with 

adjacent buildings and characteristics of 

colors used in the early 1900s. City 

Planning staff maintain a color palette of 

acceptable colors for use in Orting; 

reproduction of colors on this page is 

approximate. Refer to approved City of 

Orting color palette.

Building Design



Integrate the size, design, and placement of signage 

with the Western and Victorian architectural design 

theme by limiting the size, design, and placement of 

signage to prescriptive requirements set forth in 

OMC Chapter 13-7.

Signs



Use these listed fonts or fonts that are similar in design.

Signs



Use these listed fonts or fonts that are similar in design.

Signs



Avoid visual clutter by limiting the size of 

signage to prescriptive requirements set forth in 

OMC Chapter 13-7.

Signs

Avoid



Although most exterior 

signs are subject to 

design review, some 

signs are exempt 

including flags and 

insignias, 

commemorative plaques, 

window signs, and 

temporary signs.

Signs



Avoid the use of 

illuminated exterior 

signs.

Use indirect lighting to 

illuminate sign surfaces.

Signs

Avoid



Examples of this architectural style may be found in the following publications:

1. "The History of the Town of Orting", Alice Rushton. Warren's Printing and Graphic Arts Center, Olympia, WA.

2. "Historic Preservation of Tacoma", City of Tacoma, Department of Community Development, Tacoma, WA. 

1979.

3. "Ghost Towns of the West", William Carter, Sunset Publishing Corporation, Menlo Park, Calif. 1992.

4. "A Victorian Housebuilders Guide", George E. Woodward and Edward G. Thompson, Dover Publications, Inc., 

31 E. 2nd St., Mineola, NY 11501. 1988.

These publications, exterior color charts and similar related reference works are available at the Orting City Hall 

for review use by applicants and by the public.

Additional Resources



The Architectural Design Review process is codified in OMC 13-10-1(D). Please contact the Planning 
Commission Secretary or the Community Development Director with any questions on the ADR process.

Process


