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ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN REVIEW 

CRITERIA 

The following criteria will be used by the Planning Commission in its decision making 
on your proposal project. Please carefully review the criteria, respond to each 
criterion (if applicable), and describe how your site plans and building elevations 
meet the criteria. If the space provided for response is insufficient, use the extra 
space on last page or use blank paper to complete response and attach to this form.  

Architectural Design Review Standards: The following standards listed in OMC 13-
10-1(E) shall be employed in determining whether the application is consistent with 
turn of century: Western or Victorian design theme: 

 

1. RELATIONSHIP TO BUILDING SITE 
 
The site shall be planned to accomplish a desirable transition with the streetscape; facilitate 
pedestrian movement. The height and scale of each building shall be compatible with its site 
and adjoining buildings. 
DESSCRIBE HOW YOUR PLANS MEET THIS CRITERIA: 
 

 

 

 

 

2. RELATIONSHIP OF BUILDING AND SITE TO ADJOINING AREA 
 
Harmony in design with adjoining areas in materials, building scale, and other architectural 
design features is encouraged. Attractive landscape transitions to adjoining properties will be 
provided.  
DESCRIBE HOW YOUR PLANS MEET THIS CRITERIA: 
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3. LANDSCAPE AND SITE TREATMENT 
 
Preserve existing physical features through site design and create inviting landscaped areas. 
Design landscape treatments that enhance architectural features, strengthen vistas, and provide 
shade. Provide screening of service areas using landscaping, fences, walls, or a combination 
thereof. In this context, service areas shall be considered "screened" provided an opaque fence 
of at least six feet (6') in height, or similar vegetative or structural screening, separates the 
service area from public view.  
DESCRIBE HOW YOUR PLANS MEET THIS CRITERIA: 
 

 

 

 

 

4. BUILDING DESIGN 
 
The site shall be planned to accomplish the architectural style of “Turn of the Century/Western-
Victorian”. Western architecture of the 1800s and early 1900s usually involved wooden false 
front effects, wooden porches, cornices, and wooden post supported canopies. The front facade 
of the building shall provide a well-proportioned and interesting three-dimensional spatial quality. 
All facades of the building shall be compatible with the front facade. Canopies, awnings or 
marquees can be pitched and covered with shake shingles or other period material. Flat 
canopies/porches enclosed by an ornate wooden banister and top rail are allowed. Window 
shapes shall be square, arched, or rectangular and shall incorporate grids creating the 
appearance of more than one window pane. A wooden window frame with mullions, grilles, 
muntin, or similar material creating the appearance of multiple panes is appropriate.  
DESCRIBE HOW YOUR PLANS MEET THIS CRITERIA: 
 

 

 

 

 
 

5. SIGNAGE 
 
Signs are part of the architectural theme. Size, materials, color, lettering, location, number, and 
arrangement shall be characteristic of the early 1900s. The number and size of signs shall be 
minimized to avoid visual clutter. All exterior signs subject to ADR shall comply with the 
provisions of OMC 13-7.  
DESCRIBE HOW YOUR PLANS MEET THIS CRITERIA: 
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6. PAINTING  
 
Colors shall be harmonious with adjacent buildings and characteristics of colors used in the early 
1900s. City of Orting Planning staff maintain a color palette of acceptable colors for use in Orting 
that can be provided to applicants for reference of permissible exterior paint colors. 
DESCRIBE HOW YOUR PLANS MEET THIS CRITERIA: 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

7. LIGHTING 
 
Exterior lighting shall be planned to reflect the architectural concept of the “Turn of the 
Century/Wester-Victorian” style. Provide exterior lighting that is subtle and attractive and that 
enhances the building and site. Selecting era-appropriate lighting fixture styles. Lighting fixture 
styles representative of the early twentieth century typify Orting's adopted architectural theme 
and are encouraged.  
DESCRIBE HOW YOUR PLANS MEET THIS CRITERIA: 
 

 

 

 

 
 

8. MISCELLANEOUS STRUCTURES AND STREET FURNITURE 
 
All miscellaneous structures and street furniture shall be planned to reflect the 
architectural concept of the “Turn of the Century/Western-Victorian” style.  
DESCRIBE HOW YOUR PLANS MEET THIS CRITERIA: 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
_________________________________________  ____________________ 
Signature        Date 
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