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This aerial photo of Orting shows 
the proximity of the Orting 
Plateau across the Carbon River.  
 
 
The highlighted areas show the 
preferred location for the 
evacuation route. 

What is the Orting Bridge for Kids project? 
The Orting Bridge for Kids project is a proposed evacuation route for students of the Orting School District 
and the community in the event of a lahar (mudflow) originating on Mount Rainier.  The growing 
population of the Orting Valley is located along SR 162 just upstream of the confluence of the Carbon and 
Puyallup Rivers.  A school complex is located at the northerly edge of downtown.  This area could be buried 
in the event of a lahar.  The current evacuation plan for Orting relies heavily on vehicles to transport people 
to safety.  The proposed evacuation route includes pedestrian pathways, a tunnel under SR 162, and a 
pedestrian bridge over the Carbon River.  This route leads pedestrians from the school complex to high 
ground on the Orting Plateau. 
 

Why is an Orting Bridge for Kids important? 
Students and residents near the Orting school complex may have less than an hour to safely reach higher 
ground if a lahar should occur.  The proposed evacuation route would provide a faster route for pedestrians 
to reach high ground on the Orting plateau.  
 
Sensors on Mount Rainier are intended to warn residents in the valley at the start of a lahar.  These early 
warnings are essential as a lahar can flow up to 50 miles per hour.  The Orting school complex is 30 miles 
from Mount Rainier, making the estimated arrival time about 40 minutes from the start of a lahar to when 
it reaches town. 
 

Why is a Bridge the best option? 
The Orting plateau, located across the Carbon River to the east of downtown, is the nearest high ground.  A 
bridge across the Carbon River is needed to accommodate pedestrians to the Orting plateau within the 
estimated lahar timeframe.  A 2006 study assessed potential alternatives for the location of the pedestrian 
bridge and selected what is known as the Rocky Road NE/Orting Treatment Plant location as the most 
effectual in evacuating the school complex and the nearby community. 


